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Special Notes

API publications necessarily address problems of a general nature. With respect to particular circumstances, local, 
state, and federal laws and regulations should be reviewed. The use of API publications is voluntary. In some cases, 
third parties or authorities having jurisdiction may choose to incorporate API standards by reference and may mandate 
compliance.

Neither API nor any of API's employees, subcontractors, consultants, committees, or other assignees make any 
warranty or representation, either express or implied, with respect to the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of 
the information contained herein, or assume any liability or responsibility for any use, or the results of such use, of 
any information or process disclosed in this publication. Neither API nor any of API’s employees, subcontractors, 
consultants, or other assignees represent that use of this publication would not infringe upon privately owned rights.

API publications may be used by anyone desiring to do so. Every effort has been made by the Institute to assure the 
accuracy and reliability of the data contained in them; however, the Institute makes no representation, warranty, or 
guarantee in connection with this publication and hereby expressly disclaims any liability or responsibility for loss or 
damage resulting from its use or for the violation of any authorities having jurisdiction with which this publication may 
conflict.

API publications are published to facilitate the broad availability of proven, sound engineering and operating practices. 
These publications are not intended to obviate the need for applying sound engineering judgment regarding when and 
where these publications should be used. The formulation and publication of API publications is not intended in any 
way to inhibit anyone from using any other practices.

Any manufacturer marking equipment or materials in conformance with the marking requirements of an API standard 
is solely responsible for complying with all the applicable requirements of that standard. API does not represent, 
warrant, or guarantee that such products do in fact conform to the applicable API standard.

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced, translated, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted by any 
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without prior written permission from the publisher. 

Contact the Publisher, API Publishing Services, 200 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Suite 1100, Washington, DC 20001-5571.

Copyright © 2022 American Petroleum Institute
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SCIMI Term, Definition, and Acronym Standardization Work Process

1	 Scope and Purpose

This publication establishes a work process to manage terms, definitions, and acronyms in documents published 
by the API Committee on Refining Equipment (CRE) Subcommittee on Inspection and Mechanical Integrity 
(SCIMI). The work processes described in this publication shall be used when SCIMI develops new standards 
or new terms, definitions, and acronyms in existing standards. The work processes shall also be used to verify 
accuracy and consistent use of terms, definitions, and acronyms when an existing SCIMI document is revised.

Per the API Document Format and Style Guide, API standards should include a definitions section, typically 
Section 3, that provides terms and definitions used within the documents. It is the intent of the work processes 
described in this document to provide standard terms, definitions, and acronyms either (1) referenced directly by 
other SCIMI standards, or (2) replicated in those standards.

The terms, definitions, and acronyms used in SCIMI standards shall be drafted following the guidance provided 
in API Document Format and Style Manual, Annex E, Drafting Terms and Definitions.

When the ideal term originator is a task group from another subcommittee (e.g., API 653 task group is the ideal 
term originator for terms used in API RP 575), as best as reasonably possible, SCIMI should seek alignment 
between the non-SCIMI and SCIMI task groups. When alignment cannot be reached, SCIMI should issue 
modification requests to non-SCIMI originated terms.

2	 Normative References

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document.

API Document Format and Style Manual

API Recommended Practice 575, Inspection Practices for Atmospheric and Low-Pressure Storage Tanks

API Recommended Practice 583, Corrosion Under Insulation and Fireproofing

3	 Terms and Definitions

3.1
acronym
A word formed from the initial letters of a compound term (e.g. NATO, FEMA, laser, radar)

3.2
definition
A brief, self-contained description of a term that can replace the term in context. Additional information, such as 
requirements and elaborative text, may be provided only in the form of examples or notes.

3.3
term user
Any SCIMI document task group using a term assigned to a term originator.

3.4
term
A word or phrase that is not self-explanatory or commonly known and that can be interpreted differently based on 
the context. Common dictionary or current technical words or phrases shall be included only if they are used with 
a specific meaning in the relevant context. Trade names (brand names) and archaic and colloquial terms shall be 
avoided. Obsolete terms may be included after the preferred term, but their nature shall be indicated. The term 
should not be used in its own definition.
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