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ATIS is a technical planning and standards development organization that is committed 

to rapidly developing and promoting technical and operations standards for the 

communications and related information technologies industry worldwide using a 

pragmatic, flexible and open approach. More than 350 communications companies 

are active in ATIS’ industry committees, and its Incubator Solutions Program.  
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

1.1 Problem Statement 

Concern over the environment (e.g., CO2 emissions), scarcity of resources (e.g. fossil fuels), and 
concerns for safety (e.g., safeguarding nuclear plants) are precipitating a universal move to re-
examine the electric grid. 
 
The smart grid is defined as a radical evolution of the energy supply and consumption 
infrastructure that will give providers and consumers unprecedented levels of reliability and 
control while reducing the adverse environmental impact of energy generation and 
consumption. 

1.2 Scope of Effort 

By integrating an end-to-end, advanced communications infrastructure into the electric power 
system, a smart grid can provide consumers with near-real-time information on their energy 
use, support pricing that reflects changes in supply and demand, and enable smart appliances 
and devices to help consumers avoid higher energy bills. 

 


