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Special Notes

API publications necessarily address problems of a general nature. With respect to particular circumstances, local,
state, and federal laws and regulations should be reviewed.

Neither API nor any of API's employees, subcontractors, consultants, committees, or other assignees make any
warranty or representation, either express or implied, with respect to the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of the
information contained herein, or assume any liability or responsibility for any use, or the results of such use, of any
information or process disclosed in this publication. Neither API nor any of API's employees, subcontractors,
consultants, or other assignees represent that use of this publication would not infringe upon privately owned rights.

API publications may be used by anyone desiring to do so.  Every effort has been made by the Institute to assure the
accuracy and reliability of the data contained in them; however, the Institute makes no representation, warranty, or
guarantee in connection with this publication and hereby expressly disclaims any liability or responsibility for loss or
damage resulting from its use or for the violation of any authorities having jurisdiction with which this publication may
conflict.

API publications are published to facilitate the broad availability of proven, sound engineering and operating
practices. These publications are not intended to obviate the need for applying sound engineering judgment
regarding when and where these publications should be utilized. The formulation and publication of API publications
is not intended in any way to inhibit anyone from using any other practices.

Any manufacturer marking equipment or materials in conformance with the marking requirements of an API standard
is solely responsible for complying with all the applicable requirements of that standard. API does not represent,
warrant, or guarantee that such products do in fact conform to the applicable API standard.

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced, translated, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted by any means, 
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without prior written permission from the publisher. Contact the 

Publisher, API Publishing Services, 1220 L Street, NW, Washington, DC 20005.

Copyright © 2012 American Petroleum Institute



Foreword

This recommended practice has been prepared by the API Aviation Technical Services Subcommittee with technical
participation and feedback from other industry stakeholders, and is intended to provide guidance on the minimum
equipment standards and operating procedures for the receipt, storage of aviation fuels at pre-airfield distribution
terminals, located directly upstream of an airport, and its shipment directly via a grade dedicated pipeline, marine
vessel (barge or ship) or road/rail transport to an airport. 

This publication is intended to provide recommendations for safe practice, rather than set rigid guidelines. Users of
this publication shall be aware that due consideration shall be given to the effect of any unusual or abnormal
circumstance, on which it is not possible to generalize within the scope of this publication. Specialist advice shall be
sought in these cases. 

The guidance contained in this publication is primarily intended for civil aviation fuel handling operations. However,
many of the practices and procedures are suitable for military pre-airfield storage terminals. 

In addition, in some areas local or national statutory regulations also apply. This publication is intended to be
complementary to these established controls and practices.

The API is not undertaking to meet the duties of employers to warn and equip their employees, and others exposed,
concerning health and safety risks and precautions, nor undertaking their obligations under local and regional laws
and regulations.

Nothing contained in any API publication is to be construed as granting any right, by implication or otherwise, for the
manufacture, sale, or use of any method, apparatus, or product covered by letters patent. Neither should anything
contained in the publication be construed as insuring anyone against liability for infringement of letters patent.

It is hoped and anticipated that this publication will assist those involved in aviation fuel handling at a pre-airfield
storage facility. Every effort has been made by API to assure the accuracy and reliability of the data contained in this
publication; however, API makes no representation, warranty, or guarantee in connection with this publication and
hereby expressly disclaims any liability or responsibility for loss or damage resulting from its use or for the violation of
any local or regional laws or regulations with which this publication may conflict.

This document was produced under API standardization procedures that ensure appropriate notification and
participation in the developmental process and is designated as an API standard. Questions concerning the
interpretation of the content of this publication or comments and questions concerning the procedures under which
this publication was developed should be directed in writing to the Director of Standards, American Petroleum
Institute, 1220 L Street, NW, Washington, DC 20005. Requests for permission to reproduce or translate all or any part
of the material published herein should also be addressed to the director.

Generally, API standards are reviewed and revised, reaffirmed, or withdrawn at least every five years. A one-time
extension of up to two years may be added to this review cycle. Status of the publication can be ascertained from the
API Standards Department, telephone (202) 682-8000. A catalog of API publications and materials is published
annually and updated quarterly by API, 1220 L Street, NW, Washington, DC 20005.

Suggested revisions are invited and should be submitted to the Standards and Publications Department, API, 1220 L
Street, NW, Washington, DC 20005, standards@api.org.
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1

Design, Construction, Operation, Maintenance, and Inspection

of Aviation Pre-Airfield Storage Terminals

1 Scope and Purpose

This recommended practice (RP) contains basic requirements for the design, construction, operation, and
maintenance of pre-airfield storage terminals located directly upstream of the airport, hereafter referred to as “pre-
airfield storage terminals.”

Mandatory requirements in this standard are designated by the word “shall.” Recommendations are designated by
the word “should.” Optional items are designated by the word “may.” This standard incorporates by reference a
number of other standards and recommended practices that need to be referred. The distinction between mandatory,
recommended, and optional provisions in the referenced documents is not changed by nature of their reference in
this standard. 

The values stated for this standard are in U.S. Customary units.

2 References

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated references,
only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any
amendments) applies. 

API Recommended Practice 652, Lining of Aboveground Petroleum Storage Tank Bottoms

API Recommended Practice 1543 Documentation, Monitoring and Laboratory Testing of Aviation Fuel During
Shipment from Refinery to Airport

API Recommended Practice 2003, Protection Against Ignitions Arising Out of Static, Lightning, and Stray Currents

API Publication 2013, Cleaning Mobile Tanks in Flammable or Combustible Liquid Service

API Standard 2610, Design, Construction, Operation, Maintenance, and Inspection of Terminal and Tank Facilities

EI HM 50 1, Guidelines for the Cleaning of Tanks and Lines for Marine Tank Vessels Carrying Petroleum and Refined
Products

EI Standard 1542 2, Identification Markings for Dedicated Aviation Fuel Manufacturing and Distribution Facilities,
Airport Storage and Mobile Fuelling Equipment

EI Specification 1581, Specifications and Qualification Procedures for Aviation Jet Fuel Filter/Separators

EI Specification 1583, Specifications and Qualification Procedures for Aviation Fuel Filter Monitors with Absorbent
Type Elements

EI Specification 1590, Specifications and Qualification Procedures for Aviation Fuel Microfilters

1 Energy Institute, 61 New Cavendish Street, London W1G 7AR, UK, www.energyinst.org.uk.
2 Energy Institute, 61 New Cavendish Street, London W1G 7AR, UK, www.energyinst.org.uk.


