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To the engineers, technicians, pilots, and others who have
spent endless hours around the conference table forging agree-
ment out of conflicting desires—so that we might enjoy the
benefits of technological progress in air transportation.
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FOREWORD

William Osmun, a professional writer of note and a longtime
observer of RTCA activily, researched and wrote this volume
under contract with RTCA. He was given unfettered access to
RTCA historical records; he was also given complete freedom
fo interpret events as he saw them. The views expressed in this
narrative, therefore, are his and do not necessarily represent

those of RTCA.

William C. Fuchs
Acting Chairman
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INTRODUCTION

The Radio Technical Commission for Aeronautics is a unique
organization. Although its recommendations have achieved
world-wide acceptance, their only authority is the process by
which they are developed. This avthority of agreement! was
aptly described by RTCA Chairman J. H. Dellinger at India-
napolis in November, 1948, In a briefing for representatives of
the aviation community invited to a demonstration of the tran-
sition elements of the RTCA-recommended Common System of
Air Traffic Control, Dellinger said:

“The RTCA has no powers of enforcement; incidentally, 1
hope it never will. It recommends only, but its recommen-
dations are backed by all interests as a result of their par-
ticipation in the formulation of the recommendations. s
recommendations are, in consequence, accepted. | think this
type of organization is the ideal one for the handling of
complex technical problems in a democracy.”

Throughout the past 50 years, RTCA has enjoyed successes
and suffered setbacks. It has had to change its organization
and its way of doing business, to cope with the ever-changing
needs, goals, authority and attitudes of the government agen-
cies and industry it serves. While the RTCA of 1985 is vastly
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